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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 11 January 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks. 

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

Judith Foot



Chris Bere



Jose Gargett



Kristian Berggreen


Sue Hatton



Alan Berry



Phil Mead



Leslie Campbell


Frank Rylance
     

Derek Swaine


Noel Thomas

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present was one member of the public.
11/1 Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from David Cumberland and Mavis Flowers, who were unwell, and from Patrick Shanahan. District Councillor Gordon Marples, PCSO Emma Collett and County Councillor Colin Wilsdon also tendered their apologies.
 11/2 Declarations of Interest. None.
The meeting was adjourned for public participation. There were no questions from the public.
11/3 Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 December 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

11/4 Police Report. A report on incidents over the Christmas period was received.
11/5 District Councillor’s Report. Sue Hatton reported on;
· MSDC budget preparations for 2011/12. MSDC would have to find savings of £679,000 following the reduction in the government settlement, and work was well underway in identifying cost savings.

· The South Area Planning Committee had approved application HA/10/03251/FUL Parklands Road Play Area, and Sue Hatton had asked for a copy of the Travel Plan when this was produced, as there was concern about  increased traffic associated with the development.
11/6 County Councillor’s Report  A report was received from Colin Wilsdon: 
· A meeting had been held between WSCC and the CCHF on the future of the Beacon Centre. Kristian Berggreen and Judith Foot reported on a meeting of the Beacon Centre Management Committee. It was possible that WSCC would offer the centre to interested groups to take over as a community asset. The Management Committee would be interested in putting a bid together, but one difficulty was the cost of urgent repairs required on the building, and finding finance for a youth worker to continue youth work at the centre. The Parish Council had discussed with WSCC the possibility of relocating the Beacon Centre and the library to secure their future, and it was agreed that the Chairman would contact WSCC to find out what the current situation was regarding the Beacon Centre and what alternatives were being explored. 
11/7 Planning Committee Meeting, 4 January 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council.

11/8 Rail Matters. Chris Bere reported on the Rail Group meeting on 6 January 2011, attended by Bill Hatton and Frank Rylance, with representatives of Network Rail and the train operators. The meeting was very positive, and plans were being progressed to improve Hassocks Station, with £1.25m agreed for modifications to the station, and £1.60m for disabled access. An outline design for the new station would be discussed at a meeting in March, a detailed design would then be drawn up in April/May, and an exhibition organised for the public to see the proposals. Work should start towards the end of the year, and be completed in 2011 or early 2012. The Parish Council paid tribute to the Hassocks Rail Group for their work in securing much needed improvements to the station.    
11/9 Report from Councillors on Meetings of Outside Bodies. None.
11/10 Chairman’s Remarks. 

a) Keymer Fire Station Closure. The Chairman had written to West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service on 21 December 2010 (minute 10/176 (a) refers), and the response from the County Fire Officer dated 4 January 2011 was noted.
b) 22-24 Keymer Road, HA/10/03696/FUL. The Chairman, Sue Hatton and Noel Thomas had attended a meeting at MSDC with Roy Speer to discuss planning issues arising from the planning application. 
c) Village Centre Redevelopment. A meeting had been held on 11 January 2011 with Alice Henstock of MSDC, Phil Mead and Judith Foot to discuss the possible redevelopment of the village centre. Consideration would be given to the preparation of a supplementary design guide for future redevelopment.    
11/11 Clerk’s Report.

a) Quality Status Re-accreditation. The portfolio of evidence for re-accreditation had been delivered to SALC on 16 December 2010. SALC would organise a panel to assess the application.
b) Computer Back Up. Bill Hatton, Frank Rylance and Noel Thomas had met to discuss back-up for the office computers, and an order had been placed with CSE in accordance with the quotation considered at the 14 December 2010 council meeting (minute 10/173 (a)) refers.
11/12 Financial Report. The Financial report and list of cheques presented for December 2010 were approved and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

11/13 Adastra Park Community Pavilion.

a) Update.  The building work was approximately two weeks behind schedule due to the severe weather, and a week’s extension had been agreed for completion. A project meeting would be held on 12 January 2011 to discuss details on finishes etc.
b) Third Stage Payment to Farnrise. The Interim Certificate No 3, dated 10 January 2011, had been certified for payment by Ecotecture (Architects and Contract Administrator) and it was RESOLVED that the third stage payment to Farnrise, in the sum of £13,621, is authorised for payment.
c) Stage Payment to Ecotecture. RESOLVED that invoice 632 from Ecotecture, in the sum of £898.25, is authorised for payment.
d) Stage Payment to Accell Consulting. RESOLVED that the invoice dated 30 November 2010 from Accell Consulting, in the sum of £2115, is authorised for payment. 
11/14 Correspondence.

d) Mid Sussex (South) Council for Voluntary Service. The email dated 21 December 2010 outlining the staffing re-structure from January 2011, was noted.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45 pm. 

Chairman..............................................

Date......................................................    
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