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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 12 April 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

Judith Foot



Chris Bere



Jose Gargett



Kristian Berggreen


Sue Hatton



Leslie Campbell


Bill Hatton



David Cumberland


Phil Mead



Mavis Flowers


Frank Rylance





Patrick Shanahan


Derek Swaine



Noel Thomas

Clerk: Linda Baker


Also present were County Councillor Colin Wilsdon, 15 members of the public for items 4 (e)-(h) and one member of the public for items 1- 15. 
11/38 Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Alan Berry. Apologies were also received from District Councillor Gordon Marples and PCSO Emma Collett.

11/39 Declarations of Interest.

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. A note of the questions and answers is attached at attachment 1.
11/40 Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 March 2011. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
11/41 Reports.

a) Police Report. A report on from PC John Miles on crime statistics for the previous month showed a low level of crime in the village. 
b) District Councillor’s Report.  There was nothing to report, prior to the 5 May 2011 election. 
c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on;
· The Beacon Centre. A transitional period had been agreed until October 2011 to explore possibilities for retaining the facility. The CCHF would have to agree to a modification to the lease to enable WSCC to conclude an agreement with a third party.

· The next CLC meeting would be held on 19 April 2011 at Downlands. Consultation on the West Sussex Infrastructure Plan would be on the agenda.  
d) Planning Committee Meetings 7 and 28 March 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council. Bill Hatton updated the meeting on the applications for 22-24 Keymer Road. The Parish Council had written to MSDC regarding the handling of the application, and the response would be considered at the 18 April 2011 Planning Committee meeting.
e) Grounds Committee Meeting, 21 March 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council. It was RESOLVED that:
(i) A quotation in the sum of £1,806, plus VAT, from South East Water for a new service to the Parklands Road allotments is accepted.

(ii) A quotation in the sum of £5,765 (less £200 for spreading the surplus soil on site), plus VAT, from Edburton Contractors for a water pipe installation to the Parklands Road allotments is accepted, to include the provision of 3 standpipes with pull up taps, and

(iii) As the council’s budget for a water supply stands at £2,470, the unfunded balance of £4,901 should be taken from the council’s reserve provisionally allocated for the acquisition of a new allotment site.

f) Rail Matters. Chris Bere, Leslie Campbell, Bill Hatton and Frank Rylance had attended the Rail Group meeting on 24 March 2011 with Network Rail and Southern Rail to discuss the improvements to Hassocks Station. A further meeting would be held on 24 May 2011, and a public exhibition would take place in the summer. It was hoped that the new building would be in keeping with the surrounding area, and the MSDC Urban Designer, Will Dorman’s advice had been very helpful.   
g) Report from Councillors on Meetings of Outside Bodies where the Council is Represented.

(i) Community Bus Committee. Mavis Flowers reported on a recent meeting. The group were hoping to build up a fund to replace the current vehicle in 5-6 years time.
(ii) Trustees of Oldland Mill. David Cumberland had attended a meeting on 5 April 2011. Now that restoration of the mill was almost complete, the group would need to move from restoration to marketing and maintaining the mill.
(iii) Beacon Centre Management Committee. Kristian Berggreen and Judith Foot had attended a meeting of the committee (see report above at 11/41 (c).  

h) Chairman’s Remarks.

(i) AIRS Rural Forum. Bill Hatton and Sue Hatton had attended a meeting on 22 March 2011 focussing on the Localism Bill and the possible future changes to the way in which parish and town councils worked with new powers and opportunities. 
i) Clerk’s Report. There were no matters to report.
11/42 Financial Report. The Financial report and list of cheques presented for March 2011 were approved, and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

11/43 Adastra Park Community Pavilion. 
a) Update on Building Work. David Cumberland reported that the building was close to completion, and that there had been positive comments from the public on the design. There had been a delay with the permanent power supply because of the long lead time by UK Power Networks, but the contractors and consultants were discussing a temporary power solution to allow the building to be put into use shortly.  
b) Sixth Stage Payment to Farnrise. The Interim Certificate No 6, dated 12 April 2011, had been certified by Ecotecture (Architects and Contract Administrator) and it was RESOLVED that the sixth stage payment to Farnrise, in the sum of £93,228.25, was authorised for payment.

c) Accel Consulting, Project Management Services. RESOLVED that the invoice dated 28 February 2011 from Accel Consulting for project management services was authorised for payment.

d) Furniture for the Pavilion. Quotations for chairs and tables for the pavilion were considered. RESOLVED that 40 Ibis chairs in black, and 6 Bistro tables in beech should be ordered from Southern Office Furniture, and 20 folding chairs and 4 folding tables should be ordered at a total cost of £4,432, plus VAT.
11/44 Insurance. The council’s three year contract with Came and Company for insurance expired on 31 May 2011. Two quotations for insurance were considered and it was RESOLVED that the quotation from Zurich insurance for a 5 year contract at an annual cost of £3,825.41 plus VAT, should be accepted, and that the quotation from Zurich for an annual engineering inspection of play equipment at a cost of £300, plus VAT should be accepted. 
11/45 Quality Council Re-Accreditation. It was noted that the council had received re-accreditation as a Quality Council for a further four years from January 2011.

11/46 WSCC Rights of Way Service. The letter dated 28 March 2011 from the WSCC Principal Rights of Way Officer regarding the new Public Rights of Way inspection and maintenance arrangements was noted. Leslie Campbell had volunteered to assist through the Ramblers.      

11/47 WSCC Community Libraries. The email dated 18 March 2011 from Deborah Urquart regarding tier 5 and 6 libraries was noted. SALC were setting up meetings of “cluster” councils to discuss future delivery of services such as libraries, and it was agreed that this was an issue for the new council to consider after the 5 May 2011 local elections.
11/48 Emergency Planning. It was noted that MSDC had updated the Emergency Plan for mid Sussex, which can be viewed on the MSDC website, and that the Sussex Resilience Forum had produced a Community Risk Register, and a copy of the publication Community Information on Risks in Sussex was available for reference in the Parish Office.

11/49 Hassocks Twinning Association. RESOLVED that Hassocks Parish Council should send a formal invitation to the mayors of Wald Michelbach and Montmirail to attend a joint meeting to be held in Hassocks from 25-30 October 2011. The Twinning Association would provide the contact details.
11/50 Correspondence. None.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 
8.35 pm.
The Chairman paid tribute to the five parish councillors, Mavis Flowers, Jose Gargett, Patrick Shanahan, Derek Swaine and Noel Thomas, who  were retiring at the forthcoming election, and had given long and valuable service to the parish council. 

Chairman...................................................

Date.................................................................   
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