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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 12 July 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

Leslie Campbell



Jane Baker



Judith Foot



Chris Bere



Peter Gibbons



Kristian Berggreen


Sue Hatton



Alan Berry



Phil Mead



Penny Wadsworth

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were two members of the public.

11/84 Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from David Cumberland and Ian Weir. District Councillor Gordon Marples, PCSO Emma Collett and County Councillor Colin Wilsdon also sent their apologies.

11/85 Declarations of Interest. None.

Public Participation. A note of the questions and answers is attached at Attachment 1.

11/86 Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 June 2011. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting with the following correction:  

Para 11/77 (g), second sentence, delete “and some route changes were taking place, removing routes which had not been used for over a year”, and substitute “and consideration was being given to some route changes”.

and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

11/87 Reports.
(a) Police Report. There was no report.
(b) District Councillor’s Report. Sue Hatton reported that District Councillors would be conducting a tour of the district on 13 July 2011, including a visit to the Adastra Park. At the moment, MSDC was focussed on producing a Local Plan. Sue Hatton and Kristian Berggreen would be attending the Neighbourhood Planning Training organised by MSDC, and HPC would request that a further training session was organised, as other councillors wished to attend.
(c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon had submitted a report on:
· the Beacon Centre: a local children’s charity had submitted a plan to take over the centre, which was being evaluated 
· the next CLC meeting would be on 14 July 2011 focussing on the West Sussex Waste Plan.
· There was no further news on the Hassocks Library.
(d) Planning Committee Meetings 13 June and 4 July 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council.
(e) Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting 15 June 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council.  

(i) Councillor’s Allowances. The council considered a recommendation from the PR&C that consideration should be given to paying councillors allowances. In debate it was suggested that councillors should serve for the good of the community, and not receive allowances to defray expenses incurred in the course of their work, particularly in the current economic climate, but there was a view that some members of the community might be deterred from becoming councillors if they were put at a financial disadvantage, for example in meeting child care costs to attend meetings. Peter Gibbons requested that the vote be recorded, and following discussion it was RESOLVED that the question of paying councillor allowances should be reconsidered once the Localism Bill came into force. 
Those voting for: Jane Baker, Chris Bere, Kristian Berggreen, Leslie Campbell, Judith Foot, Sue Hatton, Bill Hatton, Phil Mead, Penny Wadsworth.

Those against: Alan Berry, Peter Gibbons.   
(ii) Warding. The council considered a recommendation from the P,R&C that that the current wards should be merged to create a single ward for Hassocks. It was suggested that this would simplify the electoral process, although it would not necessarily save money as in the event of a contested election the costs would be higher than holding elections in individual wards. Concern was expressed about representation for Clayton, which had its own identity and issues, if the present four wards were merged. Following discussion it was RESOLVED that the council would approach MSDC to request that Stonepound, Keymer North and Keymer South wards should be merged, while the ward of Clayton should be retained. If MSDC advised that Clayton could not be retained as a separate ward, HPC would reconsider the matter.  
(f) Environment Committee Meeting 21 June 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council. 
(g) Rail Matters. There was nothing to report.
(h) Report from Councillors on Meetings of Outside Bodies.
· MSDC Meeting on Planning and the South Downs National Park. Leslie Campbell had attended a meeting on 11 July 2011. Unfortunately the representative from the National Park Authority had been unable to attend, so a number of members’ questions had not been answered, but it had emerged that the Mid Sussex Local Plan would stop at the National Park Boundary, and a separate plan would have to be produced by the National Park Authority. Notes of the meeting would be circulated.
· Mid Sussex CVS. Sue Hatton had attended a meeting, and concerns had been expressed about funding and how the voluntary sector would be affected by the Localism Bill.
· Beacon Centre Management Committee. Judith Foot and Kristian Berggreen had attended a meeting. A charity had put forward a bid to take over the Centre, which was being considered by WSCC, who would discuss the bid with the CCHF. The Management Committee of the Beacon Centre had requested that some provision for youth work should be made available within the timetable, should the charity be successful in its bid, but concern had been expressed as to how this might work in practice. 
(i) Hassocks Community Partnership. Phil Mead had attended the AGM when tree planting had been discussed.

11/88 Chairman’s Remarks.

(a) Hassocks Community Pavilion Opening. The official opening had been held on 26 June 2011, and had been a successful occasion.
(b) New Play Equipment in the Children’s Play area. An opening ceremony with those involved in organising and funding the new equipment had been held earlier in the day.

(c) MSDC Working Party on Infrastructure. Bill Hatton was an MSALC representative on the MSDC working party on the new community infrastructure levy.

11/89 Clerk’s Report. There were no matters to report.

11/90 House Fire in Spring Lane, Clayton. Jane Baker reported on the house fire in Spring Lane, Clayton, on 29 June 2011. Six fire appliances had attended, along with support vehicles and the utilities. Fortunately there had been no injuries, but the property had been badly damaged. 

11/91 Co-option of Councillors. RESOLVED that a panel consisting of committee Chairmen, the council Chairman and Vice-Chairman, should be convened to consider applications for co-option to the Parish Council and make recommendations to council.

11/92 Financial Report. The Financial Report and list of cheques presented for June 2011 were approved, and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

11/93 Adastra Park Community Pavilion. A number of snagging items remained to be dealt with, including changing the locks on the external doors, adjustments to the ventilation system, and alterations to the electricity supply to enable the heat pump to be commissioned, but these were being dealt with by the contractors. The Keymer and Hassocks Cricket Club had installed a new sink and drainer in the bar area without consultation with the council, which had made the power points near the sink unsafe, so these would have to be repositioned, the cost to be met by KHCC.  The council was concerned about the state in which the pavilion was being left by KHCC, and these concerns would be taken up with the club at a meeting on 26 July 2011.

11/94 Councillor Training. RESOLVED that Judith Foot and Peter Gibbons would attend the SALC councillor training on 28 and 29 October 2011 at Bramber, on a non-residential basis, the cost to be met by the council.

11/95 Correspondence. None.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm.

Chairman.........................................

Date....................................................                 
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