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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 14 June 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)
Peter Gibbons 



Jane Baker


Sue Hatton



Chris Bere


Leslie Campbell


Kristian Berggreen

Penny Wadsworth




Ian Weir                              David Cumberland
Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were District Councillor Gordon Marples, and one member of the public in attendance for items 4 (b) – 10.

11/74 Apologies for Absence. An apologies for absence were received from Alan Berry, Judith Foot and Phil Mead. PCSO Emma Collett also sent her apologies.

11/75 Declarations of Interest. None.
Public Participation. There were no questions from the public. 
11/76 Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 May 2011. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

11/77 Reports.

a) Police Report. There was no report.
b) District Councillor’s Report. Sue Hatton reported on:
· The Community Infrastructure Levy Committee and the Statement of Community Involvement being prepared by MSDC

· A pre-application meeting on the Stafford House site

· The relationship with WSCC Highways.

Gordon Marples reported on;

· A meeting was being held on 29 June 2011 between WSCC Highways and MSDC to discuss the methodology for highway recommendations on planning applications, and the apparent lack of local liaison. This issue had arisen partly as a result of the applications for 22-24 Keymer Road, and applications in other towns and parishes including East Grinstead. Bill Hatton asked if MSDC had considered taking over the highway function in regard to planning from WSCC, although it was accepted this would have cost implications. Gordon Marples said this had not been considered.

· Tree Downsview Road. The tree which had recently been planted had been uprooted and thrown into the stream, but MSDC had replanted it.

· Beacon Centre. The future of the Beacon Centre was still uncertain. The Management Committee were looking at a range of options, and had until October 2011 to seek a solution.       

· The preparation of the District Plan was a priority at MSDC. Until the Localism Act came into being MSDC were still bound by the housing numbers in the South East Plan. 

c) County Councillor’s Report. There was no report. 
d) Planning Committee Meeting 23 May 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council. Penny Wadsworth indicated that she was prepared to remain as a member of the committee. 
e) Grounds Committee Meeting 1 June 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council.

f) Rail Matters. Leslie Campbell reported on the meeting of the Rail Group on 24 may 2011 when the station rebuild was discussed, and Peter Gibbons reported on the Rail group meeting on 9 June 2011 when general rail issues had been discussed. 
g) Report from Councillors on Meetings of Outside Bodies where the Council is Represented.  
Hurst & Hassocks Community Bus. Peter Gibbons reported on a recent meeting. Fares were being increased due to the cuts in funding from WSCC, and some route changes were taking place, removing routes which had not been used for over a year. It was noted that if the traffic calming measures for Grand Avenue included speed bumps, the Community Bus would not be able to use this road, and HPC’s Planning Committee would keep this in mind in commenting on the detailed plans once they were received.  
11/78 Chairman’s Remarks.

a) 25 May 2011 MSALC Meeting. Bill Hatton and David Cumberland had attended. It was important to keep the organisation in being to provide a voice for towns and parishes, and Bill Hatton would attend the AGM on 13 July 2011 when a new Chairman would be appointed.
b) 26 May 2011 MSDC South Area Planning Committee. Bill Hatton had attended the meeting when the Committee had refused the application for 22-24 Keymer Road.
c) 27 May 2011 MSDC Community Involvement Strategy. 126 organisations had been invited to the meeting, but Hassocks was the only parish council which attended. The meeting had been helpful in providing feedback on how the consultation had been managed since the document was produced.
d) 2 June 2011, Meeting with Asprey Homes. The public consultation, and two outline schemes had been discussed. The parish council were keen to be involved in any future discussions on the site.
e) 14 June 2011 Meeting with Downlands.  Increasing demand for school places at Downlands would be fed into the response on Infrastructure Requirements discussed by the Planning Committee on 13 June 2011.    
f) Opening of the Adastra Park Community Pavilion. This would be on 26 June at 10.00 am when Jonathan Pearce would officially open the building. Invitations had been sent out to local organisations, and it was hoped that all councillors could attend.
11/79 Clerk’s Report. There were no issues to raise.
11/80 Financial Report. The Financial report and list of cheques presented for May 2011 were approved and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

11/81 Standing Orders. RESOLVED that paragraph 28 b of the Standing Orders should be amended.   

11/82 Adastra Park Community Pavilion, Snagging List. A meeting had been arranged for 16 June 2011 with the contractors and architect to go through all the snagging items, and get agreement on when these would be dealt with.
11/83 Correspondence.

a) Letter Dated 25 May 2011 from Gary Wall, MSDC Council Leader. It was agreed that Gary Wall would be invited to attend the 13 September 2011 Parish Council meeting. Councillors would let the Clerk know the items they wished to raise. 
b) WSCC Minerals and Waste Development Framework Update.  The letter dated 17 May 2011 from WSCC was noted.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30 pm.
Chairman...........................................

Date....................................................... 
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