662

HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 17 May 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

Judith Foot



Jane Baker



Peter Gibbons



Chris Bere



Sue Hatton



Kristian Berggreen


Phil Mead



Alan Berry



Penny Wadsworth



Leslie Campbell


Ian Weir

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were two members of the public, PCSO Emma Collett, and County Councillor Colin Wilsdon.
11/51 Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from District Councillor Gordon Marples.

11/52 Election of Chairman. Bill Hatton was elected as Chairman for 2011/12.

11/53 Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office. The Chairman signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

11/54 Councillor’s Declarations of Acceptance of Office. Declarations of Acceptance of Office had been signed by all councillors.

11/55 Election of Vice-Chairman. David Cumberland was elected as Vice-Chairman.
The meeting was adjourned for public participation there were no questions from the public.

11/56 Declarations of Interest. None.
11/57 Election of Committees. RESOLVED that the following committees were appointed:

a) Environment. Alan Berry, Leslie Campbell, Peter Gibbons, Sue Hatton, Phil Mead, Ian Weir  
b) Grounds. Chris Bere, Kristian Berggreen, Alan Berry, David Cumberland, Phil Mead. 
c) Planning. Jane Baker, Chris Bere, Kristian Berggreen, Leslie Campbell, Judith Foot, Penny Wadsworth 
d) Planning Committee Sub Group. Jane Baker, Kristian Berggreen, Leslie Campbell, Judith Foot, Penny Wadsworth, Ian Weir.
e) Policy, Resources and Communications. Kristian Berggreen, Judith Foot, Peter Gibbons, Phil Mead, Penny Wadsworth  
It was RESOLVED that the Chairman should be an ex-officio member of all council committees.
11/58 Representatives on Outside Bodies. The following were appointed to represent the council:
a) Beacon Centre Management Committee. Kristian Berggreen, Judith Foot.
b) Ditchling Local Area Transport Group. Ian Weir.
c) Hassocks Amenity Association Rail Group. Leslie Campbell, Chris Bere, Peter Gibbons.
d) Hassocks Community Partnership. Judith Foot, Phil Mead.
e) Hassocks Community Partnership Visitor Group. Jane Baker.
f) Hassocks Twinning Association. Sue Hatton.
g) Hurst & Hassocks Community Bus. Peter Gibbons.
h) Police Neighbourhood Panel. Jane Baker, Chris Bere, Leslie Campbell.
i) Mid Sussex Council for Voluntary Service. Sue Hatton.
j) Mid Sussex District Association of Local Councils. David Cumberland, Judith Foot, Bill Hatton. It was noted that the next meeting was on 25 May 2011 at 7.30 pm at Haywards Heath Town Council.
k) MSDC Green Circle Steering Group. Bill Hatton.
l) Oldland Mill Trust. David Cumberland.
m) WSCC South Mid Sussex County Local Committee. Kristian Berggreen, Ian Weir.
11/59 Meetings of Outside Bodies. RESOLVED that reports from councillors on meetings of outside bodies should be a standing item on the council agenda.

11/60 Appointment of Auditor. RESOLVED that Mr Shrubsole should be appointed internal auditor for 2011/12, and that a letter would be sent to Mr Shrubsole thanking him for his work in 2010/11.

11/61 Appointment of Tree Wardens. RESOLVED that David Brown and Anne Fuller be appointed as Tree Wardens for 2011/12, and that letters should be sent thanking them for their work in 2010/11.

11/62 Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 April 2011. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.  

11/63 Chairman’s Remarks.

The Chairman thanked the council for re-appointing him for a further year. This would be an important year with the Localism Bill due to take effect from the end of 2011, which would increase the powers of town and parish councils, and he looked forward to working in collaboration with other interest groups in the village for the benefit of all residents.   

a) Tree Group. It was noted that the Hassocks Tree Group were one of the Waitrose charities for the next month, so it was hoped residents would support this Group.  
b) Annual Parish Meeting. The Annual Parish Meeting would be held on 19 May 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, and it was hoped that all councillors could attend.
11/64 Clerk’s Report.  a) Tree Fund. Ten residents had so far contributed a total of £200 towards the council’s Tree Fund for street trees in the village, and the council were very grateful to the donors. 
11/65 Minutes and Reports.
a) Police Report. PCSO Emma Collett reported on local crime. There had been few incidents, but a catalytic converter had been stolen from a CCHF vehicle, and four cars had been damaged in Woodsland Road. Neighbourhood Watch Day would be on 18 June 2011 from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon, on the National Tyres site in Hassocks. 
b) District Councillors’ Report  There was no report as the new council was yet to meet.
c) County Councillor’s Report. County Councillor Colin Wilsdon reported
· Cuts to adult services had been agreed by WSCC
· There were problems with some academy schools, including Warden Park
· Parking: now that Burgess Hill had rejected that idea of controlled parking zones, he was going to suggest that WSCC look at controlled parking in Hassocks, as there were parking issues around Hassocks station. Sue Hatton pointed out that any review of parking policy would need to take account of the MSDC District wide parking strategy which had been agreed recently.  
d) Planning Committee Meetings 18 April and 3 May 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council.

e) Planning Committee Sub Group on Village Centre Redevelopment Meeting 26 April 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council.

f) Environment Committee Meeting, 26 April 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council.

11/66 Financial Report. The Financial Report and list of cheques presented for April 2011 were approved, and the council was authorised to sign them.

11/67 SALC Councillor Introduction Sessions. Councillors were asked to let the Clerk know if they wished to attend any of the sessions in May and June 2011. SALC would be asked if any sessions could be arranged more locally. 
11/68 Mandate for the Parish Council’s Bank Accounts. RESOLVED that Leslie Campbell, Bill Hatton, and Phil Mead should be the signatories for the council’s Barclays accounts.
11/69 Adastra Park Community Pavilion.

a) Certificate of Practical Completion. It was noted that a Certificate of Practical Completion had been issued, but that a number of items on the building remained to be completed, including the replacement of the damaged water cylinder and the commissioning of the heating and hot water system, and a quotation was still awaited for resurfacing the adjacent car park. It was agreed that Ecotecture could be authorised to enter the building in two architectural competitions because of its “green” design. 
b) Seventh Stage Payment to Farnrise. It was noted that an interim certificate had not been issued for April 2011, and that the next invoice from the contractors would be the final invoice.
c)  Payments to Ecotecture. Three invoices from Ecotecture dated 17 January, 21 February and 30 March 2011, totalling £2,752.12, had been cleared for payment by the Project Manager, and were APPROVED for payment.    

d) Keymer & Hassocks Cricket Club. It was noted that Keymer & Hassocks Cricket Club had invited councillors to attend a tournament on 29 May 2011 to mark the opening of the new pavilion.
11/70 MSDC Statement of Community Involvement. RESOLVED that Bill Hatton would attend the Working Group meeting on 27 May 2011.
11/71 2010/11 Accounts.

a) Statement of Accounts 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2011. The Accounts were APPROVED and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.
b) Annual Return for Year Ending 31 March 2011. The Annual return, the Accounting Statements and Annual Governance Statement were considered and APPROVED and the Chairman was authorised to sign them. 
11/72 Parklands Road Allotments Water Supply. MSDC had confirmed that a Licence would be required between MSDC and Hassocks Parish Council to enable HPC to lay a water pipe across MSDC land to the Parklands Road Allotments. RESOLVED that the council agreed to enter into a Licence for permission to install water across the MSDC play area, and  RESOLVED that the fee of £750 should be taken from reserves as no budgetary provision had been made.

11/73 Correspondence.

a) Street Lighting Private Initiative Capital Replacement Programme.  The letter dated 26 April 2011 from WSCC was noted.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50 pm. 

Chairman................................................Date..................................
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