HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on 20 July 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

Phil Mead



Kristian Berggreen

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present was one member of the public.


1) Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Chris Bere, who was abroad, and David Cumberland and Alan Berry who had other commitments. Absent without apology, Robert Yates. In the absence of David Cumberland, Bill Hatton was appointed to chair the meeting. 

2) Declarations of Interest. None.
3) Minutes of the Meeting held on 1 June 2011. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4) Community Pavilion.
a) Snagging List. It was noted that a number of items remained to be dealt with:
· The heating and hot water system was yet to be commissioned
· The external lock barrels needed changing

· A report of the ventilation system was awaited, and advice on damp patches in the storerooms

· Quotations from Farnrise for additional items, boxing in plant in the east changing room store, caging round pipework in the east store, and moving the power points in the bar were awaited
· Guidance on how to adjust the exterior clock.

The contractors and architects were being pressed to deal with these issues as soon as possible.

It was also noted that contractors working on the electricity supply to the Adastra Bowling Club had damaged the football goal post stored behind the Groundsman’s garage, and this was being taken up with Murphys.

An official opening of the pavilion had been held on 26 June 2011 and had been very successful.  

b) CCTV Survey of the Drain Run from the Pavilion to Wilmington Close. The survey report was noted. There were no current issues to address although it would be important to check for any signs of blockage in future as the pipe served the pavilion, the Mens Club and the Bowls Club.
5. Adastra Park. 

a) Keymer and Hassocks Cricket Club (KHCC). A letter dated 23 June 2011 had been sent to the KHCC regarding the unacceptable state in which the club was leaving the Community Pavilion.  A door handle had been pulled off the store door in the west changing room, and the legs had been broken off one of the new tables in the lounge. The letter from KHCC dated 24 June 2011 was noted, and it was noted that a meeting was being held with KHCC on 26 July 2011 to discuss all the outstanding issues. David Cumberland, Bill Hatton and Alan Berry would represent HPC.

b) Adastra Bowling Club. A letter dated 11 July 2011 from the Adastra Bowling Club regarding charges for 2011/12 was considered.  The committee did not accept the level of contra charges the Club was proposing for work done by its members, or the claim for telephone rental. RESOLVED that a meeting would be arranged with the Club to discuss the charges, and that in the interim, the council would not fund any further costs on behalf of the Club for fertiliser, green treatment etc.

c) Adastra Tennis Club. It was noted that a meeting was being held with the Club on 3 August 2011. David Cumberland, Bill Hatton and Alan Berry would attend on behalf of HPC.

d) Removal of Dead Trees in Adastra Park. Three quotations were considered and it was RESOLVED that the quotation dated 3 June 2011 from KPS should be accepted. It was not proposed to replace the trees as they would not create any noticeable gaps in the park.         
e) Netball on the Tennis Courts. Following discussion at the previous meeting, the Groundsman had reported that it was not possible to remove the tennis court net posts without great difficulty. Therefore, if it was proposed to use the courts for netball, this would involve replacing all the posts. It was agreed to discuss the possible use of the courts for netball with the Adastra Tennis Club before giving any further consideration to the matter.

f) Children’s Play Area. An official opening of the new equipment had been held on 12 July 2011. The invoice from Kompan had been paid, less a retention of £1,000 until the issue of the protruding bolt had been resolved. A claim for grant funding had been submitted to MSDC.

g) Trees Fir Tree Way. An email dated 13 June 2011 from a resident regarding trees in Adastra Park at the rear of 23 Fir Tree Way, and the report from the Tree Warden, were considered. Bill Hatton had also inspected the trees. It was RESOLVED that a response should be sent saying that the council would not wish the trees to be felled or pruned as they were a feature of the park, but that the resident could remove any overhanging branches on their property if they wished.

6. Allotments. Bill Hatton had carried out an inspection with representatives of the HAHA in July. Some plots had been identified as not being cultivated satisfactorily, and the council would write to the tenants concerned. It was reported that there was a wasp nest on one plot, and HPC would take advice as to whether, and how, this should be dealt with.

7. Date of Next Meeting. 21 September 2011 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 
8.45 pm.     
Chairman.....................................................

Date...........................................................
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