HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on 21 March 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
David Cumberland (Chairman)
Chris Bere



Alan Berry



Mavis Flowers



Jose Gargett



Derek Swaine



Noel Thomas



Robert Yates

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present was one member of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Bill Hatton. Judith Foot also apologised for being unable to attend for item 5 (d) on the agenda.
2. Declarations of Interest. None.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 November 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Community Pavilion Rebuilding.

a) Update. David Cumberland reported that work was progressing well, the windows, doors, hard landscaping and first fix on the electrics had been completed. The completion date was currently estimated to be 8 April 2011, but might slip further. It was agreed that once the hand-over from the contractors had been completed, the Parish Council would consider an official opening. It was agreed that David Cumberland would speak to the Keymer and Hassocks Cricket Club to ensure that KHCC did not release any publicity in advance of HPC on the completion of the project.
b) Payments to the Architects. It was noted that the Project Manager had advised that no further payments should be made to Ecotecture until practical completion was achieved, and the Community Pavilion Sub Committee had accepted the advice. Ecotecture had been informed.
c) Furniture and Fittings. RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND a budget of £3,200 for chairs and tables for the lounge area, and a refrigerator for the kitchen, the choice of equipment to be made by the Community Pavilion Sub-Committee.
5. Adastra Park.
a) New Play Equipment. The installation of the four new pieces of play equipment had been completed. A site meeting had been held with Kompan on 15 March 2011, attended by Derek Swaine and Bill Hatton.  Kompan had agreed to deal with a bolt protruding from the ground on the climbing frame, reseeding and levelling the grass disturbed by the installation work, and repair the gate damaged by a digger. Once these items had been dealt with satisfactorily, payment for the equipment would be made to Kompan, and the MSDC grant claimed. Once all the remedial work had been completed a small official opening ceremony would be arrange.
b) Donation. It was noted that the Hassocks Amenity Association had made a grant of £200 towards the cost of the new play equipment, and the Hassocks Field Society would be donating a similar amount. 

c) Line Marker. The Groundsman required a new line marker as the existing machine was over 15 years old and becoming uneconomic to repair. RESOLVED that a Tarpline TXE 505 line marker should be purchased at a cost of £610, the cost to be taken from the Machinery budget.

d) Adult Fitness Equipment. RESOLVED that Judith Foot should draw up detailed proposals for consideration at the next meeting of the committee on adult fitness equipment for the Adastra Park, including recommendations on type of equipment, suppliers, cost, and where each piece of equipment could be located.

6. Talbot Field.
a) Trees. The Tree Warden had proposed the planting of additional trees in Talbot Field, and would be contacting the Committee Chairman to discuss his ideas.

b) Bat and Bird Boxes. RESOLVED that 8 Schwegler bat and 8 Schwegler bird boxes should be purchased for Talbot Field, at a total cost of £398, the cost to be met from the Talbot Field budget, and the savings which would arise from the change in the maintenance regime. It was noted that the Woodland Flora and Fauna Group had offered to erect the boxes. 

7. S106 Funding for Sport. The committee noted that there was S106 funding available for sport from developments in the village, as reported to the 17 November 2010 meeting. The MSDC Grants Panel to consider requests for funding would not meet until after the May 2011 elections. It was agreed that committee members would put forward ideas for spending on sport, which could be considered and prioritised at the next meeting of the committee.
8. Plants for the Hassocks Burial Ground. It had been agreed at the 22 September 2010 meeting (minute 7 refers) that Robert Yates would contact Wakehurst to see if they could donate any plants to replace those lost in 2009/10. He confirmed that he had contacted Wakehurst and expected a response by 24 March 2011.

9. Water Supply to Parklands Road Allotments. The committee considered a quotation from South East Water for a new service, and three quotations obtained by the HAHA for a water supply to the allotment site. One quotation was from a contractor who did not fulfil the criteria for PL insurance, and was discounted. 

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the quotation from South East Water in the sum of £1806 plus VAT for a new service be accepted.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the quotation from Edburton Contractors Ltd in the sum of £5,765 plus VAT (less £200 for spreading and levelling the surplus spoil on site) be accepted for a water pipe installation to the Parklands Road Allotments, to include the provision of 3 standpipes with pull up taps which cannot be left running.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that as the council’s budget for a water supply was £2,470, the unfunded balance of £4,901 should be taken from the council’s reserve provisionally allocated for the acquisition of a new allotment site.

10. RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted under item 11 on the agenda, it is advisable in the public interest that the matter be treated as confidential and the public be invited to withdraw. The member of the public present left the meeting.

11. Letter from MSDC dated 7 March 2011. The letter was noted.

12. Date of Next Meeting. 25 May 2011 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at
9.00 pm, thanking those members of the committee standing down at the 5 May 2011 election for their contribution to the work of the Committee over the last four years.

Chairman...............................................

Date...........................................................         
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