HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Tuesday 4 January 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Kristian Berggreen

Noel Thomas


Leslie Campbell

Bill Hatton


Frank Rylance



Clerk: Linda Baker

1. Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Judith Foot. Absent without apology, Mavis Flowers and Phil Mead.
2. Declarations of Interest. None.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 6 December 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Applications

HA/10/03433/FUL Old Barn, Oldlands Lane, Hassocks.

Single storey rear extension.

Response: recommend approval.
HA/10/03436/FUL Orchards, Spring Lane, Hassocks.

Replacement tile cladding with timber. Small ground floor extension.

Response: recommend approval.
HA/10/03572/FUL 10 The Crescent, Hassocks.

Single storey replacement conservatory to rear/side.

Response: recommend approval.
HA/10/03609/FUL Luearn, Brighton Road, Hassocks.

Retrospective application for removal of chimney stacks, installation of opening roof lights to north and south roof pitches. Installation of Redland interlocking concrete tile covered pitched roof to existing flat roofed back edition.

Response: recommend approval.

HA/10/03647/FUL 9 Hurst Road, Hassocks.

Alterations to previously approved application (09/03461/FUL) with amendment to front elevation- new pitched roof dormer.

Response: recommend refusal.  
The proposed dormer window is incongruous, out of keeping with the existing windows, and would be detrimental to the street scene.
HA/10/03731/FUL, 12A Lagwood Close, Hassocks

Single storey rear extension, and replacement garage.
Response: recommend approval.
HA/10/03585/FUL 15 North Court, Hassocks.

Proposed alterations, garage conversion and single storey front extension. 

Response: recommend approval.
HA/10/03633/FUL, 15 Oldlands Avenue Hassocks.

Single storey rear extension- amended block plan
Response: recommend  approval.
HA/10/03687/FUL Fairie Glen, Brighton Road, Hassocks.
Demolition of existing property and erection of detached dwelling. 
Response: recommend approval.
HA/10/03696/FUL 22-24 Keymer Road, Hassocks.

Erection of shop and four flats.
Response: recommend refusal.
The proposal would constitute an overdevelopment of this restricted site. The increase in the shopping floor space by 30% together with the construction of 4 flats would generate an unacceptable amount of additional traffic on this congested section of Keymer Road which is extremely close to the busy roundabout at the junction of Keymer Road, Woodsland Road and Station Approach .The development would be hazardous to pedestrians and road users and detrimental to the local environment.

           It is not possible to provide on-site parking for the shopping element of the   proposal and the increase in the size of the shopping floor space would generate a demand for additional on street parking which cannot be accommodated and would cause congestion and danger in this part of the village.

           The means of vehicular access to both the front and rear of the site are unsatisfactory. The delivery of goods to the store would necessitate the parking of huge delivery vehicles several times a day on a narrow section of  Keymer Road. This would increase congestion and create conditions of danger over and above the congestion already being caused by the operation of the shop. The rear access to the parking for the flats is narrow and difficult to access. Additional traffic here would further increase the pressure on the limited parking on Keymer Road.

          The application would also create an unacceptable safety hazard for the infant school which is situated on the opposite side of Keymer Road. A large number of parents park in adjacent roads and walk their children to and from the school.

           The proposed introduction of another large convenience store in to the village centre would have a very adverse impact on the local economy which is well balanced with a variety of small and large outlets. It would inevitably result in the closure of other smaller outlets which would damage the village economy. This is contrary to the planning policies of the New Government which seek to encourage local choice. It is also contrary to the Policies of the Hassocks Village Design Statement which is a statutory planning document and which seeks to retain the variety of shops in the village.

          The proposed operation of the store from early morning until late in the evening would be highly detrimental to the quality of the environment of this part of the village where there are a large number of flats.

HA/10/03811/FUL 28 Mackie Avenue, Hassocks.

Proposed single storey rear extension.
Response: recommend approval. 

HA/10/03609/FUL Luearn, Brighton Road, Hassocks.

Retrospective application for removal of chimney stacks and installation of opening roof lights to north & south main roof pitches. Re-advertisement.

Response: recommend approval.
5. Results.

The following APPROVALS were noted:

HA/10/03634/TCA Swallowfield House, Keymer Road, Hassocks.

HA/10/03619/ADV Friars Oak Pub, London Road, Hassocks

HA/03282/FUL Oak Cottage, Spring Lane, Hassocks.

HA/10/03298/FUL 10 Semley Road, Hassocks.

HA/10/03360/ADV, CDL Station Goods Yard Site, Keymer Road, Hassocks.

HA/10/03414/TREE Communal Land, 2-18 Orchard Lane, Hassocks.

HA/10/03224/FUL 54 Shepherds Walk, Hassocks.

HA/10/03262/FUL 50 Woodsland Road, Hassocks.

The following REFUSALS were noted:

HA/10/03177/ADV, The Heeler Centre, Bridge House, station Approach East, Hassocks.

HA/10/02454/COU Upside Cottage, 5 Stanford Terrace, Station Approach West, Hassocks.

The following application had been WITHDRAWN:

HA/10/03077/OUT, Land Adjacent to 28 Lodge Lane, Hassocks.

The following APPEAL, had been allowed:

HA/09/01809/LDC, 10 Clayton Park, Hassocks

6. MSDC Draft Development Brief for the Station Goods Yard Site. The draft brief dated December 2010 was considered. It was agreed that the brief was comprehensive, and that HPC had no comments. There were some concerns about details such as parking, but these could be taken up if and when a planning application on the site was considered. It was agreed that a response would be sent to MSDC thanking them for their work in producing the brief.
7. Grand Avenue Traffic Calming. The email dated 7 December 2010 from Andrew Howick at WSCC confirming that the Parish would be consulted when the detailed design was available, was noted.

8. 22-24 Keymer Road, Hassocks. It was noted that Bill Hatton, Sue Hatton and Noel Thomas would be attending a meeting on 5 January 2011 at MSDC to discuss the development.  
9. Signage, Station Goods Yard Site. Planning consent for the new signage had been granted, and it was hoped that this would be put in place shortly.
10. Parklands Road Play Area, Application HA/10/03251/FUL It was noted that the application was going to the MSDC South Area Planning Committee on 6 January 2011, recommended for approval. The concerns of HPC had not been addressed, particularly in regard to parking, and Noel Thomas would attend the meeting if possible to voice HPC’s concerns.  
11. Date of Next Meeting. 24 January  2011 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at  8.55 pm.
Chairman.............................................

Date........................................................ 

