HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Monday 7 March 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
Kristian Berggreen (Chairman)
Judith Foot


Leslie Campbell


Phil Mead



Frank Rylance


Mavis Flowers


Noel Thomas



Bill Hatton
Clerk: Linda Baker

1. Apologies for Absence. None.
2. Declarations of Interest. None.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 February 2011.  The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Applications.
HA/11/00329/FUL, 9 Elm Tree Close, Hassocks.

Single storey rear conservatory.

Response: recommend approval.
HA/11/00388/FUL La Quinta, 5 Semley Road, Hassocks.

Proposed loft conversion.
Response: recommend approval.
HA/11/00391/FUL 11 Queens Drive, Hassocks.

Removal of existing extension and erection of single storey rear extension..

Response: recommend  approval.
HA/11/00045/FUL 60 London Road, Hassocks.  

New access from London Road.
Response: recommend approval.

HA/11/00437/FUL 113 Parklands Road, Hassocks.

Erection of satellite dish.
Response: recommend approval.

HA/00448/FUL Age Concern, Pauline Thaw Centre, Dale Avenue, Hassocks.

Extension of car park.

Response: recommend approval.
HA/11/00494/REM Highway Depot, London Road, Hassocks,

Boundary & building materials.

Response: recommend approval. 
The Parish Council is disappointed by the unimaginative design of the buildings. The Hassocks Village Design Statement states that further building should be of good quality and sustainable design, in keeping with both infrastructure and local need, and the Parish Council would like to encourage MSDC to seek more innovative design in new residential developments. 
HA/11/00498/TCA St John the Baptist Church, Underhill Lane, Clayton.

Beech, reduce canopy by 30%, 5 malus fell.

Response: recommend approval.

HA/11/00553/FUL, 68 Church Mead, Hassocks,

Loft conversion & single storey rear extension.

Response: recommend approval.
WSCC/015/11/HA, Hassocks Infant School, Chancellors Park, Hassocks.

Provision of additional modular single classroom.

Response: recommend approval. 
The Parish Council recognises the need for an additional classroom to meet local demand, but is disappointed that WSCC did not anticipate the increasing need for additional school places in the village, and find a sustainable long term solution to the problem rather than resorting to a series of short term fixes, and hopes that a permanent solution can be found at the end of the three year period covered by the application. The Parish Council pointed out to WSCC in June 2006, as part of its submission on the Mackie Avenue development, that schools in the village were at capacity, and that there were no proposals to increase capacity locally to meet demand, and WSCC have been very tardy in recognising the problem and taking any action to solve it.   
HA/10/03696/FUL, 22-24 Keymer Road, Hassocks. 
Representatives of the Parish Council had attended the MSDC South Area Planning Committee meeting on 3 March 2011 at the Triangle Burgess Hill, when the application was due to be considered, with an officer recommendation for approval.  Consideration of the application had been deferred at the meeting, but the Parish Council was concerned that the application had been put forward for determination before the result of a planning appeal on the previous application, HA/10/02199/FUL, was known, which could have a bearing on the committee’s decision. There was also concern about the way the meeting had been handled and that the number of people who wished to attend from Hassocks could not be accommodated in the meeting room. It was agreed that Bill Hatton would draft a letter expressing the council’s concerns, which the Clerk would send to the MSDC Chief Executive.
5. Results.
The following approvals were noted:

HA/11/00215/TREE, Annandale, Orchard Lane, Hassocks.      
HA/11/00033/FUL 23 Mackie Avenue, Hassocks

HA/10/03966/FUL 40 Silverdale, Hassocks

The following refusals were noted:

HA/10/03341/FUL, 15 Park Avenue, Hassocks.

HA/10/03978/FUL land adjacent to 16 the Quadrant, Hassocks.

The following application had been withdrawn:

HA/10/01711/FUL 9 Station Cottages, Station Approach West, Hassocks.

The following had gone to appeal:

HA/10/02454/COU Upside Cottage, 5 Stanford Terrace, Station Approach West, Hassocks.

6. Burgess Hill Town Council Town Plan. 
The committee supported the BHTC Town Wide Strategy for Burgess Hill in principle, and recognised the need for additional housing to deliver the improvements to the town centre to improve facilities and services for local residents and sustain the local economy. There were, however, concerns about the number of new houses proposed, and the capacity of the infrastructure, particularly the road network, to sustain this level of housing, and the impact this level of development would have on neighbouring villages like Hassocks. It was essential that improvements to infrastructure, highways, sewage disposal, education, transport, medical facilities etc etc, were put in place before residential development started, as the existing infrastructure would be unable to cope with any increase in demand.    
7. Date of Next Meeting. 28 March 2011 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm.

Chairman.....................................................

Date............................................................. 
