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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 8 February 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

Jose Gargett



Chris Bere



Sue Hatton



Kristian Berggreen


Phil Mead



Leslie Campbell


Frank Rylance



Mavis Flowers


Noel Thomas



Judith Foot

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were PCSO Emma Collett, PC John Miles, District Councillor Gordon Marples, County Councillor Colin Wilsdon and one member of the public.
11/15 Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Alan Berry, David Cumberland, Derek Swaine and Patrick Shanahan, who had other commitments.

11/16 Declarations of Interest. None.

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. A note of the questions and answers is attached at Attachment 1.
11/17  Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 January 2011. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

11/18 Reports.

a) Police Report. PCSO Emma Collett tabled the crime figures for the last month reported in the village. Crime figures were low. It was hoped to set up a Speedwatch scheme, but currently only 4 members of the public had volunteered and the minimum requirement was 6. The police would be arranging an event in the village to mark Neighbourhood watch Week, 18-25 June 2011.
b) District Councillor’s Report. Gordon Marples reported on:
· The Localism Bill and the government’s proposal to abolish the Standards Board
· MSDC were working on the budget for 2011/12, with a zero increase in council tax, and a 16% reduction in government grant, while protecting front line services and reserves. New voluntary redundancy procedures had been agreed, and it was likely that 9 posts would go through voluntary redundancy. Members had agreed a 5% reduction in their allowances.

· South Downs Farm in Lodge Lane appeared to have been sold, and MSDC would be doing what it could to have the appearance of the site improved.

Sue Hatton reported that there was cross party consensus on the budget proposals to meet the current financial situation. On the Parklands Road playground site, it was hoped to get new play equipment and improve the Parklands Copse playground when the Parklands Road playground was closed.   

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on:
· The Beacon Centre. If the CCHF would agree to a sub-lease, it was possible that the Centre could be leased to a community group or charity. The current staff would be leaving on 31 March 2011, so there would be a gap in youth provision until the future of the centre had been determined. 

· The WSCC deputy leader on Highways had confirmed that WSCC could not look at a parking strategy around Hassocks Station until at least 2013.
· WSCC would be looking into the possibility of a pedestrian crossing north to south at Stonepound Crossroads, although there were concerns about holding up traffic flows at the busy junction.

· WSCC were proposing a zero council tax increase for 2011/12, but had to find £75-80m savings over the next 3 years. 

d) Planning Committee Meeting 24 January 2011. The minutes were accepted by the council. It was reported that application HA/10/03950/FUL 28 Church Mead, Hassocks, had been refused by the MSDC South Area Planning Committee, and that MSDC would be proceeding with enforcement action if necessary.
e) Rail Matters. There was nothing to report.
f) Meeting of Outside Bodies.
(i) Hassocks Twinning Association. There would be a visit by representatives of Wald Michelbach and Montmirail to Hassocks in October 2011. Pupils from Downlands would be visiting Wald Michelbach as part of a school trip to Germany.
(ii) Adastra Hall Management Committee. A Fire Service inspection had identified a number of measures to be taken in the Adastra Hall. The HPC Groundsman would be asked to clear the leaves from the path on the west of the building.
(iii) West Sussex Association of Local Councils Executive Committee. Noel Thomas had attended a meeting when the localism bill had been discussed. The notes would be circulated, and councillors were urged to complete the SALC survey, which could be done on line.
(iv) Mid Sussex CLC. Noel Thomas and Bill Hatton had attended the meeting on 27 January 2011. There were no items of particular interest to Hassocks.
(v) Hassocks Amenity Association. The HAA would be writing to the Parish Council regarding the raised beds outside the Hassocks Pet Centre and the planters at the end of Grand Avenue.
(vi) Visitors Group. Kristian Berggreen had attended a meeting on 31 January 2011. The group were putting together a business plan to try to safeguard the future of the cycle hire scheme as the take up on the cycle hire had been disappointing. A Bike & Fun Day was being organised for 26 June 2011, starting at Downlands Community College.
(vii) Hassocks Community Partnership. A meeting was being held on 24 February 2011 at the Hassocks Hotel to try to recruit more volunteers to help with the Christmas Lights.       
11/19 Chairman’s Remarks. The Chairman reported on:
a) Traffic Survey, 22-24 Keymer Road. Bill Hatton had observed the survey being carried out as part of the application for development at 22-24 Keymer Road.
b) South Downs National Park. Bill Hatton and Leslie Campbell had attended a meeting at Arundel on 2 February 2011 on the arrangements for the South Downs National Park Authority. The Authority would have responsibility for planning matters within the Park, but would delegate routine applications to the existing local authorities like MSDC.
c) Downlands Community School. A meeting with the Headteacher had been held on 8 February 2011, and the notes of the meeting had been circulated. The Parish Council would have a stand at the school open day on 2 April 2011, and Leslie Campbell and Chris Bere offered to assist.
11/20 Clerk’s Report. There were no matters to raise.

11/21 Financial Report. The Financial report and list of cheques presented for January 2011 were approved, and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

11/22 Adastra Park Community Pavilion.

a) Building Work. The building work was progressing, and was still approximately two weeks behind schedule, but this might be caught up.
b) Fourth Stage Payment to Farnrise. The Interim certificate No 4, dated 8 February 2011, had been certified by Ecotecture (Architects and Contract Administrator) and it was RESOLVED that the fourth stage payment to Farnrise, in the sum of £23,117.40, was authorised for payment.
c) Stage Payment to Ecotecture. It was agreed to defer payment of invoice number 639 until further discussions with the Project Manager.           
d) Stage Payment to Accel Consulting for Project Management Services. RESOLVED that the invoice dated 11 January 2011 in the sum of £2,871.82 from Accel Consulting was approved for payment.
e) Stage Payment to Accel Consulting for Professional quantity Surveying. RESOLVED that the invoice dated 31 December 2010, in the sum of £940, from Accel Consulting , was approved for payment.
f) Payment to Aedis for Building Control Services. RESOLVED that the invoice dated 14 January 2011 from Aedis Regulatory Services Ltd in the sum of £1,341, was approved for payment.
g) QED Structures Ltd. RESOLVED that the invoice dated 27 January 2011 from QED Structures, in the sum of £138, was approved for payment.   

11/23 Mobile Refuse Collections. RESOLVED that the council would fund seven mobile refuse collections in the village in 2011/12,  four in Dale Avenue and three in Belmont Close.

11/24 Projector Screen for the Council Chamber. Mavis Flowers offered the council a projector screen from the Adastra Hall. The council gratefully accepted the offer.

11/25 Map Boards for the Visitor Project. The Hassocks Community Partnership’s plans to erect map boards in the village, as outlined in Colin Wilsdon’s email dated 30 January 2011, were noted. 

11/26 Correspondence.
a) Future of the Standards Regime. The letter dated 28 January 2011 from Tom Clark, Solicitor & Monitoring Officer, MSDC, was noted. It was agreed that a response would be sent indicating that until it became clearer what arrangements for Standards would be incorporated into the Localism Bill, and what options towns and parishes had in this regard, the Parish council could not comment. MSDC would be asked if the MSDC Constitutional Committee had discussed this issue.  
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25 pm.

Chairman.....................................     Date..........................................
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