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CAR PARKING SURVEY IN HASSOCKS 
 
A car parking survey was undertaken by members of the Hassocks Amenity Association to ascertain the problems of 
car parking in Hassocks generally.  
 
The main problems experienced by members are:  
1. Lack of car parking in the Dale Avenue Long Stay Car Park  

2. Commuter parking on-street  
 
To try to find out the extent of the problem,  two surveys were undertaken: 
 
On Wednesday 28th and Thursday 29th September 2011 in the Dale Avenue car park at 9am, 4pm and 7pm on each 
day to try to ascertain the extent of short, medium and long term parking.  
 
On Tuesday 25

th
 October and Monday 14

th
 November 2011 on selected roads surrounding Hassocks railway station. 

 
1. Dale Avenue Long Stay Car Park 

 
Methodology 
 
A plan of the car park was drawn up and the individual car registration number plates were entered on to the plan on 
each of the surveys, six in total. It was noted that a small proportion of cars were returning to either the same or 
nearby bays in the car park but there was evidence that they had moved at some point in the day. These cars were 
not treated as being in the car park for more than 23 hours. In other words, cars that appeared on four consecutive 
surveys as being in exactly the same position in the car park were presumed not to have moved during that time.  
 
Conclusions 
 
A significant proportion, (over 25%), of the bays were occupied continuously for more than the permitted time of 23 
hours. This in turn suggests hat Mid Sussex District Council is not conducting regular checks of this car park, although 
parking enforcement officers have been seen to check the Orion Car Park as well as carrying out parking enforcement 
on streets in, and close to the village centre.  
 
Possible Solutions 
 
One solution  would be to divide the car park into two equal portions of 32 spaces each. This can easily be done as 
there is a kerb-line neatly splitting up the bays. 32 spaces nearest Keymer Road could be then be reserved for short 
term disc parking, whilst the rest could remain as Long Stay parking bays. This would have the advantage of freeing 
up some extra spaces for short term parking and make it easier to enforce parking in both the short term section. For 
the long term part of the car park one idea that Mid-Sussex District Council could consider is a modification to the car 
park discs that would enable display of both the day of the week as well as the time an individual vehicle was parked 
in the long term section of the car park. In that way both the short and long term parking areas could be made disc 
parking and be enforced. 
 

2. Roads Surrounding Hassocks Station 
 
Methodology 
 
A survey of selected roads around the railway station was undertaken on two separate days to determine the extent of 
all-day on-street commuter parking. The surveys were carried out on Tuesday 25th October 2011 and Monday 14th 
November 2011. It should be noted that the first of these two dates occurred during the school half-term week. The 
chosen roads were those considered to be most affected by commuter parking Woodsland Road, Chancellors Park, 
Semley Road, Stanford Avenue, Stonepound Road (between Stanford Avenue and Farm Close), North Court, 
Downsview Road (between Keymer Road and Ockenden Way) and Clayton Avenue.  
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On each of the two days registration numbers were recorded mid-morning. The roads were again checked to see if 
any of the registration numbers recorded mid-morning were still there after 8pm on the same day. This would show 
that if the cars had gone by the time the evening survey was conducted, it was likely that the cars belonged to 
commuters. Those still in position were likely to belonged to residents, rather than commuters. Cars that were not  
present in the mid-morning survey, but were present in the evening survey were not included in the survey. For the 
purposes of the survey, cars that have moved position but were still in the same street were treated as being in the 
street all day, as these too were likely to belong to residents of that street.  
 
Conclusions  
 
Between 65% and  75% of all parked cars in these roads had been removed by 20:00, which suggests that these are 
vehicles belong to commuters and not local residents. In a number of roads, namely Stanford Avenue, Semley Road, 
Woodsland Road and Chancellors Park, there is a significant number of residents using the road for parking, either 
because they have nowhere else to park, or simply to ‘reserve’ a part of the road for their own parking – indeed some 
have acquired traffic cones to do this, whilst others place wheelie bins in the gutter. 
 
Possible Solutions 
 
There is no easy solution to this. However on certain roads a Car Parking Zone (CPZ) could be applied, together with 
single yellow lines prohibiting parking for one hour of the day, preferably around midday. This would have the effect of 
not making attractive parking for commuters whilst still allowing parking for residents for most of the day. This would 
need to be carefully managed so as to not to move the problem of commuter parking on to other roads in Hassocks. 
Therefore this would need to applied (with exceptions) on all roads within half a mile radius of the station. (There is a 
limit beyond which most commuters would not be prepared to walk and hopefully find other locations away from 
Hassocks to park their cars). However, as mentioned earlier, there needs to be some exceptions because some roads 
have houses that have no access to private off-street parking. For these roads, the parking arrangements can be left 
as they are today, or alternatively some kind of resident’s car parking permit be introduced.  However there would 
almost certainly be a cost to local residents requiring such permits as Mid Sussex District Council cannot be expected 
to foot the bill for such a scheme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Gibbons 
Hassocks Amenity Association 

28
th
 November 2011 
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Results in Detail: 
 
DALE AVENUE CAR PARKING SURVEY 28

th
/29

th
 September 2011 

 
Total number of car parking spaces = 64 
 
Wednesday 28

th
 September 2011 

 
Total number of spaces occupied at 9am = 62 (96.88%) (2 spare spaces noted)  
Total number of spaces occupied at 4pm = 54 (84.38%) (10 spare spaces noted)  
Total number of spaces occupied at 7pm = 37 (57.81%) (27 spare spaces noted)  
Total number of spaces occupied by the same vehicle from 9am to 4pm = 35 (54.69%)  
Total number of spaces occupied by the same vehicle from 9am to 7pm = 20 (31.25%)  
 
Thursday 29

th
 September 2011 

 
Total number of spaces occupied at 9am = 64 (100%) (No spare spaces noted)  
Total number of spaces occupied at 4pm = 53 (82.81%) (11 spare spaces noted)  
Total number of spaces occupied at 7pm = 38 (59.38%) (26 spare spaces noted)  
Total number of spaces occupied by the same vehicle from 9am to 4pm = 34 (53.13%)  
Total number of spaces occupied by the same vehicle from 9am to 7pm = 18 (28.13%)  
 
Total number of spaces occupied by the same vehicle from 9am Wednesday 28th September 2011 to 9am Thursday 
29th September 2011 = 17 (26.56%)  
Total number of spaces occupied by the same vehicle from 9am Wednesday 28th September 2011 to 4pm Thursday 
29th September 2011 = 11 (17.19%)  
Total number of spaces occupied by the same vehicle from 9am Wednesday 28th September 2011 to 7pm Thursday 
29th September 2011 = 8 (12.50%)  
 
Note that all of these vehicles shown in red have exceeded the 23 hour limit so therefore are parked there other than 
in compliance of the posted conditions for the car park. Mid Sussex District Council to note.  
One such vehicle is occupying two spaces as it is attached to a trailer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Gibbons 
Hassocks Amenity Association 

28
th
 November 2011 

 
 
 



Parking and Traffic Flow 
A report by Hassocks Parish Council Parking Working Group 

 

Appendix 4 - Road and Car Park Survey - by HAA - Page 4 0f 5 
 
Results in Detail: 
 
CAR PARKING ON-STREET SURVEY Tuesday 25

th
 October 2011 

 
Woodsland Road (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 09:00 = 74  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 56 (75.68% of total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 18 (24.32% of the total in this road)  
 
Chancellors Park (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 09:00 = 33  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 20 (60.61% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 13 (39.39% of the total in this road)  
 
Semley Road (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 09:00 = 28  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 12 (42.86% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 16 (57.14% of the total in this road)  
 
Stanford Avenue (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 09:00 = 38  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 21 (55.26% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 17 (44.74% of the total in this road)  
 
Stonepound Road (Stanford Avenue to Farm Close)  
Total number of cars observed at 09:00 = 17  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 12 (70.59% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 5 (29.41% of the total in this road)  
 
North Court (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 09:00 = 23  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 18 (78.26% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 5 (21.74% of the total in this road)  
 
Downsview Road (Keymer Road to Ockenden Way)  
Total number of cars observed at 09:00 = 27  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 19 (70.37% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 8 (29.63% of the total in this road)  
 
Clayton Avenue (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 09:00 = 22  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 13 (59.09% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 9 (40.91% of the total in this road)  
 
TOTALS  
Total number of cars parked at 09:00 = 262  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 171 (65.27% of the total)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 91 (34.73% of the total)  
Total number of vacant car parking bays in the station car park 4. (All 4 spaces were found on the east (Brighton) side 
of the station)  
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Gibbons 
Hassocks Amenity Association 

28
th
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Results in Detail: 
 
CAR PARKING ON-STREET SURVEY Monday 14

th
 November 2011 

 
Woodsland Road (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 11:00 = 74  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 54 (72.97% of total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 20 (27.03% of the total in this road) 
 
Chancellors Park (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 11:00 = 33  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 21 (63.64% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 12 (39.36% of the total in this road)  
 
Semley Road (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 11:00 = 24  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 18 (75.00% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 6 (25.00% of the total in this road)  
 
Stanford Avenue (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 11:00 = 37  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 34 (91.89% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 3 (8.11% of the total in this road)  
 
Stonepound Road (Stanford Avenue to Farm Close)  
Total number of cars observed at 11:00 = 7  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 4 (57.14% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 3 (42.86% of the total in this road)  
 
North Court (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 11:00 = 17  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 13 (76.47% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 4 (25.53% of the total in this road)  
 
Downsview Road (Keymer Road to Ockenden Way)  
Total number of cars observed at 11:00 = 25  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 17 (68.00% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 8 (32.00% of the total in this road)  
 
Clayton Avenue (Whole length)  
Total number of cars observed at 11:00 = 21  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 14 (66.67% of the total in this road)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 7 (33.33% of the total in this road)  
 
TOTALS  
Total number of cars parked at 11:00 = 238  
Number of parked cars that were gone by 20:00 = 175 (75.53% of the total)  
Number of cars observed not to have moved = 63 (26.47% of the total)  
 
Total number of vacant car parking bays in the station car park was 7. (5 spaces were found in the east (Brighton) 

side of the station and 2 were found on the west (London) side of the station. 

 

 

Peter Gibbons 
Hassocks Amenity Association 

28
th
 November 2011 



Parking and Traffic Flow 
A report by Hassocks Parish Council Parking Working Group 

 

Appendix 5 List of Private Roads 
 
List of roads that West Sussex County Council show as privately maintained roads 
 

Road Name  Comments  
Badger Close  Clayton Mills Estate  

Belmont Lane   

Birch Way  Clayton Mills Estate  

Bromley Close   

Challow Close   

Chestnut Drive  Clayton Mills Estate  

Clayton Park   

Clerks Acre  Access from both Keymer Road and Fir Tree 
Way  

Crossways Lane   

Elm Tree Close  Clayton Mills Estate  

Fox Close  Clayton Mills Estate  

Hassocks Close  Road and properties under construction  

Keymer Park   

Lodge Lane  Access road to properties no. 22, 24, 26 28 and 
30 only  

North Bank   

Oak Tree Drive  Clayton Mills Estate  

Oldlands Lane   

Orchard Lane   

Park Avenue   

Reed Close  Road and properties under construction  

South Bank   

St Annes Gardens   

Spring Lane, Clayton   

Stanford Close   

Station Approach East   

Station Approach West   

Stonepound Ridge  Gated development  

Sweetlands   

Sycamore Way  Clayton Mills Estate  

The Crescent  One way street  

The Minnels   

The Orchard   

The Willows   

Woodsland Close   
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Appendix 6 – School Numbers for Hassocks 

   

Hassocks School numbers Actual + Forecast 
  

           

           Actual 
Primary Schools 

Forecast NOR Net 
Cap 06/07 07/08 08/09 09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 14/15 

173 178 180 192 204 Hassocks Infants 234 231 233 201 210 

232 232 235 246 244 Windmills 243 256 264 294 239 

405 410 415 438 448 Totals 477 487 497 495 449 

     
% of Capacity 106% 108% 111% 110% 

 

           

           

                     
Secondary Schools 

Forecast NOR Net 
Cap 06/07 07/08 08/09 09/10 10/11 11/12 12/13 13/14 14/15 

965 976 980 1002 1020 Downlands 1034 1050 1065 1050 1016 

     
% of Capacity 102% 103% 105% 103% 

  

 

Primary School numbers are a good indicator of growth in the number of young families in Hassocks. The five year 

growth in Primary School numbers from 07/08 to 12/13 = 19% 

By comparison the Downlands Secondary School increase for the same 5 year period is 7.6% reflecting the growth in 

families in past years.  

In 12/13 the Downlands catchment area was reduced to reflect the increasing numbers of children expected from 

the local area. 
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Appendix 7  Parking Working Group Membership 

The Parking Working Group was set up by Hassocks Parish Council with the following 

members 

Member Background 

Ian Weir Parish Councillor and Chair of Working Group 

Colin Wilsdon West Sussex County Councillor (till May 2013) 

Gordon Marples Mid Sussex District Councillor 

Sue Hatton Mid Sussex District Councillor & Parish Councillor 

Alan Berry Parish Councillor 

Margaret Ford Chair of Hassocks Amenity Association 

Peter Gibbons Parish Councillor and Hassocks Amenity Association 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Appendix 8 – Station Usage Figures – Office of Rail Regulator 
 

 
Period 

 
Entries and Exits 

 

 

Increase over 
2004-05 

 
2011-12 

 
1,247,156 

 

 
48.0 % 

 
2010-11 

 

 
1,170,806 

 

 
39.0 % 

 
2007-08 

 

 
990,885 

 

 
17.6 % 

 
2004-05 

 

 
842,545 

 

 
- 

 

 


