
A CIRCULAR WALK FROM DITCHLING 

 

This circular walk starts and finishes at the car park behind the Village Hall just to the east of the 

crossroads in the centre of Ditchling.  It explores the low weald area immediately to the north of 

the Downs and links the three Churches of Ditchling, Westmeston and Streat.  There are no hills 

and it is suitable for most people, although it can be muddy in places particularly during the winter 

months!  The walk is four miles long and you should allow two hours to complete the circuit. 

 

From the car park walk up to the road, and turn right towards Lewes.  Take the signed footpath 

opposite “The Fieldway” which leads to a grassy path giving access into a field.  Cross three fields 

on a stiled path then follow up alongside a sunken path (The Nye) to emerge over a stile into a 

wooded area.  Note that the stiles have been made and errected by the “Monday Group” a team 

of volunteer workers who carry out clearance and maintenance work in Ditchling and surrounding 

parishes.  To resume the walk, go ahead through the woodland, ignoring a right hand fork, and 

just past the pond, bear left on a waymarked path (Wellcroft Lane).  This takes you out to 

Underhill Lane where you should turn left and follow the lane out to its junction with the B2116 

opposite Westmeston Church. 

 

From the road junction, walk parallel to the B2116 on the “Westmeston 2002 Jubilee Pathway” 

and just before the brow of the hill, look for a signed footpath on the opposite side of the road.  

Cross the road and veer half right across the field that leads to a stile and an enclosed section of 

path.  The imposing house to your left is The Old Rectory.  This path takes you out to a track 

where you should turn left for approximately fifty yards to turn right on another short section of 

enclosed path.  On reaching the next track, turn left, and follow this track northwards for half a 

mile to a signed junction of cross paths.  The large house over to your right is “Middleton Manor.”  

During the last war, the house was occupied by German Officer POW’s and they were known to 

visit nearby Ditchling to partake of afternoon tea, no doubt their rank and status allowed them to 

enjoy this rather dubious privilege!!  It is now a private residence. 

 

At the cross paths, go right over two stiles then left alongside an electric fence with the spire of 

Streat Church clearly visible.  At the next stile, go right over a sleeper bridge and ahead on a 

defined path, bearing left on a wide track.  Look for two electricity posts, and aim for the gap 

between which gives access to a metal kissing gate leading into a field.  Bear half right across this 

field to another stile then walk uphill on an obvious path to enter the graveyard at Streat Church 

via another kissing gate.  It is worth turning right on the track by the Church for a short distance 

to admire the magnificently restored Streat Place.  This E shaped mansion has a monumental 

façade, which probably belongs to the Jacobean era. 

 

To resume the walk, turn left along the track and just past Streat Cottage, go left over a stile and 

head downhill to another stile just to the left of the buildings at Hayleigh Farm.  From the farm, 

follow the metalled track for just under a mile to Spatham Lane.  Cross the lane and take the 

enclosed path opposite, which is well defined and leads to Ditchling Recreation Ground and 

eventually out to East End Lane.  Cross the lane and take the path opposite beside the delightfully 

named property “Pardons”.  This leads into Fieldway, which in turn joins the B2116 where you 

turn right for the car park and the centre of Ditchling. 

 



Although the route description should be adequate, the whole route is shown on Ordnance Survey 

Explorer Map No.122 (Brighton & Hove) that is available to purchase locally. 
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